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By order of the United States Maritime Commission, the 
Richmond Shipyerd Ra'!lway ceased operations at midnight Sun- 
day, September 30, 1945. Although the contract with the 
Key System tor operation was to run until June 30, 1947, the 
commission terminated it due tc re@uced operation of the 
Kiaser yards. The Key System has started a bus service. from 
Ashby street car terminal to the Yards, but the Key System 
has stated "--rendering of an adequate subsitute service by 
motor coach will be difficult if not impossible", 


Cale, Night scene at 40th & San Pablo terminal of the ship- 
yard Railway by Elmer Cumming. 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet M; 


Though listed as the December issue the dea&-line for 
this issue was October 19, 1945. We had planned to skip 
two issues due to the ae plans of your editor, but as 
things worked out we are well ahead of schedule. We may 
get in several extra issues in 1946 as a result of the skip- 
ing of September and October in our 1945 file. In any 
event subscriptions are on @ per-issue basis so you'll get 
your full subscription. 


Incidentally, it should te poir.ted out that subscription 
contracts are with Francis Guicc, perscnally, and not with the 
Northern California Railrosd Club. The club has only obligated 
itself to pay a certain sum each issue towards the cost; the 
Editor bringing cut the magazine on his personal acccunte The 
opiniens and contents are those of the editor. except where 
specific credits are givene This unusaal’ arangement has ¢iven 
The Western Railreader a free hand, for which it is grateful. 
"For the Western Railfan" means more than just:.the organized 
fans, and we fecl that we have an cbligation far beyond our 
ecntract with the club and the individuel subscribers. ie have 
hopes that the future of Tne Western Railroader will be very 
bright. The good offices of our steff members, Al Rose, Jack 
Gitson and John Carrick, promise a far-reaching improvement in 
the mechanical end. It is up to our readers however, to 
furnish the material fcr the impreved Western hkailroader. 


We heve run out of "Favorite Rail-Photcs” agsin sc if you 
heve not hac your favorite ir The western Railroader, please 
send it in today. We have had sore pictures sent intc us wit 
out any beckground material. Please include some data. We ca 
write it up for you, but we need the "When", "Where", "How", and 
"Why" to help tell ycur storye 





The new 1946 cfficers cf the Northerr. Califorr.ia feail- 
Riad Club who take office Octcter 20, 1945, ere as follows: 


Presidant - Jerry Grahan 
Vice President - Owen McKeon 
Secretary - Fraucis Guido 
Treasurer - Ted Gibscn 


Reacers intercsted in Jcinirg the club or visiting cur 
meetings shcuic drop us a linc ct Ped. Box 668, San Mateo. 
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FRANCIS GUIDO, Editor 
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Subscription Rate: Twenty issues for # Dollar; single copies |0c 
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M y Favorite Rail- Photo 


from the collection of Warren Ke. Miller 





This photograph of one of the last Northwestern Pacific 
suburban trains is my favorite as the picture of the N.W.P. 
electric operation will always remain in my mind. This is 
particularly interesting as it shows a wooden local from 
Manor passing a northbound steel train at San Znselmo. The 
layout at San Anselmo was always interesting as it was a 
transfer point where the Manor and San Rafael separated. 

The wooden train here pictured was a late morning train carrying 
school childern. The NeWePe carried quite a number of school 
childern, the high school at Almonte being served almost entirely 
by traine 

4 The wooden trains were a rarity towards the last except 
during the rush hours. The 1929 steel cars were used in base 
service on the third rail line until the end. Now equipped 

with trollies they are doing a fine job on the Facific Electric. 
The old wooden cars, sad to say, are nolonger carrying passengers. 
Some went into MeWe service; others were scrappede I've seen 
some of these old cers along the main line ‘in Mee service asd 

I long to see them speeding along the well-kept right of way 

into Sausalito. 


No doubt many resicents cf Marir County would be hapry 
to see the trains operating again as the offered a service 
much better and cheaper than the present bus operaticns, when 
they are running. It is to be pointed out, however, that 
it was the failure of these very residents to support the 
electric trains thet resulted in abandonment. Marin County 
has made doubtful progress by giving up its trains. 
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Top: Train on 9th Street at University in Berkeley headed 
for Richmond Shipyards. 

Middles One of the few wrecks on the shipyard run which 
put unit 529-531 out of service on August 1, 1945. 

Bottom: Shipyard local loading from the ground in Richmond 
after the el cars were equipped with stepse - 
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Top: During the peak of operations many fares were missed 
until the "jail-like" bars were placed on the platforms. 
Middle: Richmond train and Southern Pacific local racing 
on the Albany flats paralleling the East Shore Highway. 
Bottom: El Car train turning off San Pablo into the 40th 
Street terminal. All Photos from Elmer Cummings 
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Virginia & Truckee Railroad | 


Resumes Daily Service | 


| CARSON CITY (Nev.), Sept. 22.— Reno and Carson City were ap- 
|Daily service of steam trains on the pealed to. ; s 
| Virginia & Truckee Railroad be-| All major oil companies have he 
tween Reno, Carson City and Min-'gun to ship oil and gasoline by 
iden has been resumed. In recent the railroad and other large ship- 
lyears these trains have run only pers have transferred their freight 
‘three times wekly from trucks to the rail line i 
The daily schedule became effec-. The reguiar freighi train carries 
tive yesterday day coach for passengers, and 
The acting receiver of the old yesterday Sampson placed the fam- 


railroad. Gordon Sampson, recently ous old coach, No, 18, in service 
appealed to the shipping public to The car has been completely re- 
use the trains rather than trucks eonditioned 


in an effort to keep the road run-. The receiver has assured the 
jning. The road, it was feared, might people of this section that an in- 
have to be abandoned if freight crease in freight business af $2,500 
shipments decreased further. and. monthly will insure operation of 
lchamber of commerce officials ofjthe road. ‘ 


TERMINAL SEEKS UNION ST. LINK 


The Oakland Terminal Railway,;97 12th Street and the rails of the 
subsidiary of the Western Pacific’ Western Pacific Rajlroad. 
and Santa Fe Railroads, today filed = ppis rail cannection wi!l permit 
an application with the Oakland 4 direct interchange of freight traf- 





Quincy Railroad Gets 


New Diesel Engine 


QUINCY (Plumas Co.), Sept. 24 
A new Diesel engine has arrived 
in the Quincy Railroad yard to fur- 
nish new motor power for the com- 
pany’s operations. 

The new piece of equipment was 
expecied to start operating hetween 
Quincs and Quincy Junction today 
Solon Luzzadder wil! be the engi- 
jneer, 

at ag a capital outlay of 
$40,000, the engine was purchased 
from the General Electric Compan) 
in Erie, Pa. and came across the 
continent on its own wheels, but 
not on its own power. Al Sweet 
was delegated by the General Elec- 
trie to accompany the engine and 
remained here to hel company 
employes to familiarize themselves 
with it, 

The engine, inscribed Quincy 
Railroad No. 3, will be used to fur-| 
nish power heretofore supplied) 
by steam engines No, 1 and No. 2) 

Steam engine No. 1 became the 
property of the Quincy Railroad 
Company when that company suc- 
ceeded the Quincy Western in 1917 





Steam engine No. 2 was added to} 
Ithe company’s equipment 20 years 
ago. It is planned to keep Engine 


City Council for permission to con- fie Jt will improve transportation 
struck a line along Union Street, facilities in the City of Oakland 

from 12th Street to Fifth Street. and particularly transportation serv- Sie Si, waiens fac aukbonenty use 
“Our purpose in seeking ths fran- ice available to industries in the and dispose of Engine No. 1. 

chise is to provide a direct connec- Quter Harbor area. including the === —_— — ° 

tion between our existing railroad; Army's Port of Embarkation.” 





S.P. RESTORES PASSENGER SERVICE TC GRANTS PASS 

W Trains 8 and 9, The Shasta, have been restored be- 
tween Dunsmuir and Grants Fass due to the Greyhound 
Bus strike (ard threat of Government suit for failure 
tc operate "all types of service" on the land-grant 
route). A through coach is operated between Grants 
Pass and Oakland on trains 19 and 20 between Oekland and Duns- 
muir. The train between Dunsmuir and Grants Pass ccnsists of 
a coach and cafe car. 

Locally between San Jose and San Francisco the commute 
trains are crowded wath ex-Greyhound passengers. We are glad 
to report that cispite present crowed trains many of these 
former bus patrons are now "sold" cn the trains. 

Bus connections with the Northwestern Pacific seem to 
have been cut off, but patrons are getting over to San Rafael 
as best they can. Marin County is entirely cut orf from 
public transportation at this writing, but seems to be making 
out with car po@ls. They have long since realized that they 
lost a good thing when the trains and ferry were abandoned. 








Three of Santa Fe's 1800 class 2-6-2 t engines 
are now being used to switch the Fresno site, “Shs 
O-6-O's have —_ pulled off of the Fresno Interurban 
run on account of their rough riding. They hav 
been replaced by 1200 type AP ri Pi ‘ 


yi 
Santa Fe 


\ 4 





The new Western Pacific-Rio Grande-Burlington stream] iners 
which will replace the "Exposition Flyer" will be renamed the 
"California Zephyr". Delivery of the new trains, being built 
by the Edward Budd Mfg. Co. of Philadelphia, is scheduled for 
the latter part of 1946. -- clipping from J.0. Goodell 
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Bay area railfans' Napa Valley car #55 pictured behind 
SF&NV #40 at the causeway, Vallejo, Califcrnia 3/4/45. 
The car is now at the Sacramento Northern's Multerry 
Shops at Chico for post-war body repairs. The running d 
gear wes repaired before leaving the Napa Valley. 

---Arthur Lloyd, Jre, 
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NORTHWEST ITEMS 

The California & Oregon Coast has built a new shed to 
house former Pacific Portland Cement Company #103, 2-8-2, 
which is &pparently the only power left on the road. 

The Portland Electric Power Company's interurban between 
Portland and Oregon City has been terminating at the east 
side of the Willamette River while the Madison Street Bridge 
in Portland was undergoing repairse Service down-town was 
supplied by motor coache 

British Columbia Electric Railway interurban 1504 was 
badly burned while running extra for hop pickers on the 
Chilliwack line. 

The former Glendale and Montrose #26, later Union Facific 
#100 is operating on the Yakima Valley Transit as #297. 

The Oregon Electric has announced that it will tear 
down its 100 miles of electric overhead and go completely 
diesel-electric. 


$286 Ste We FFF 


--Wilbur C. Whittaker 


EASIBAY MOLEL ENGINEERS 

Finel report on the 1946 Exhibiticn of the 
Eastbay Model Engineers Scciety shows that at least 
1500 cash customers plus several hundred servicemen 
attended the showing cf the medel layout at 4075 
Hallech Street, Oakland (smeryville) duri 
the three days of public operaticn. The trelley 
divisicn hes finished about a hundred fest cf 
@ guage trolley line inciuding e dovble-track 
trestle rising to an upper level cf an imitstic: cf SePe's 
16th Street Depet. An interchange is arranged with the twoe 
rail steam divisicn where track will be hecked up fcr twe or 
three rail operaticn according to the line-up of switches, 

--Elmer Cunning 
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NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC NOTES 

The Southern Pacific 3100 type 4-6-2's are back 
on the NeWePe again. Numbers 3102 and 3106 were ge 
on the line recently. The Southern Pacific has trag 
one ofiit's observation cars for one of NeWeP.'s fuy 
remaining coaches. One of the night trains carries an observa 
and a coach instead of the usual two coachese--Richter & Borden 





HAMMOND LUMBER LINE DAMAGED BY FIRE 

A major forest fire has destroyed about half of the lumber 
railroad of the Hammond Lumber Company north of Eureka. The 
fire forced abandonment of shay locomotive #31 and 2-8-2T #17 
out in the woods. The two lccomotives, two cabooses and about 
75 cars were either destroyed or trapped by the fire which bum 
twenty three trestles including some 150 foot high structures, 
Some 20 or 25 steam and diesel donkeys were also lost. The 31 
may be scrapped and the 1¥ may have to be dismantlede There 
are some reports that railroad logging may be abandoned. 

--Bill Dessert 


ALMANOR RAILROAD LETTERS LOCOMCTIVE 

The Collins Pine Company at Chester, Califcrria, operator 
of the Almanor Railroad, has lettered their hiesler #104 with 
a large "AeReRe" with the name "Collins Pine Co." in an enclosei 
circle beneath. -=- Doug Richter (while on his Honnymoon),. 


ACTIVITY IN THE CENTRAL VALLEY 

At Modesto the Tidewater Southern is using Sacramento 
Northern baggege motor #601 to replace the steel freight 
motor #106 which is being used on the Sacramento Northern. 
Modesto & Empire Traction #8, 2-4-4T, is stored outside the 
engine house out of service. 





At Stockton the Central California Traction is using Sa 
the Red River Lumber freight motors in switching service as 
numbers 23 and 24. K 


At Sacramento the Sacramento City Lines is still operat- 
ing the street car lines. The Sacramentc Northern Birney 
cars are no longer used as the CCT double truck cars are now 
‘eing run through from Colonial Hights to cC Street. SN 
B'rney #70 is at the CCT barn as Sacramer.to City Lines! "shop 
Car". The other Sacramento Northern Birmey cars formerly 
operated on C Street are stored at the SM yards. Also at 
the SN yards is Western Pacific diesel-electric #511 which ‘ts 
used to haul the SN freights between Sacramento and Reed 
Junction, about 8 miles south of Marysville. The third rail 
is no longer used between these two points due te the danger 
in tits recently built-up area. e- Guico & weKeMiller 





UTAE JUICE NOTES 

The Salt Lake City Lines (Naticnal City) has cisccntinued 
operatior of Salt Lake's lest street car line. 

The Bamberger Electric kas recieved five new busses to 
operate as "locals" with the trains &s expresses. 

The Uteh-Idaho Centrel has ccrepped the olc passenger 
cars viich have been ir. dead storage at North Ogden Yard for 
so long. 

The Salt Lake & Uteh seven trips between Salt Lake and 
Payson are threatened by a competitive bus schedule cf 27 
roundtrips per day. Eldon Lucy vie Arthur Lhoyd, Jre 
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